
AS/JP3000 6.0 Advanced Modern Standard Japanese
TEST III  2000   Typed (double-spaced).          Due: April 7, Friday, 4:30 p.m.

1. Translate the following passage into Japanese. Please use all the Kanji characters covered in the course.
[120]

At a luncheon in Washington back in the 1960s, McGeorge Bundy, who was then Lyndon Johnson's National
Security Adviser, told his fellow guests: "Of all the allies the United States has, West Germany is the last one
we would surrender." In those days, when few doubted that Western Europe was far and away the most critical
area of contention between the United States and the Soviet Union, Bundy's statement seemed logical enough.
But in time to come, as the dynamic peoples of East Asia take their place at center stage, I believe it will be the
Japanese alliance that will prove most vital to America's continued well-being.

To justify that judgment, one can cite a variety of economic, political and strategic considerations. But there are
also other, less tangible considerations to be borne in mind. Regardless of whether one's dominant emotion
toward Japan is fear or admiration, it is impossible to deny that the Japanese are a truly extraordinary people. To
an extent unmatched by the inhabitants of any other nation, they have succeeded in marrying the social
discipline that is the chief virtue of a strong collective consciousness with the sense of personal responsibility
that Westerners customarily regard as inseparable from rugged individualism.

It is this unique blend of attributes, I believe, which largely explains the one Japanese national achievement
universally recognized by foreigners: the fact that within the space of half a lifetime Japan, against all odds, has
established itself, together with the United States, as one of the two dominant economic powers in the
non-Communist world. But the same combination of attributes also serves to explain some other Japanese
achievements to which the rest of the world has not, in my view, paid enough attention. Unlike the Communist
societies, Japan has managed to achieve formidable strength while maintaining tolerable levels of political and
personal freedom. Yet unlike the industrialized nations of the West, it has maintained those freedoms and made
steady progress toward the creation of a more equitable society without paying a worrisome price in social
fragmentation and lost economic dynamism.

Finally, like so many individual Japanese, Japan as a nation is a quick study. If any single characteristic can be
fairly described as the most important asset Japan possesses, it is the ability to adapt to radically changed
circumstances without sacrificing a distinctive sense of identity. Were I obliged to lay a bet as to which of the
world's major national societies is most likely still to be functioning in 2050 in a form reasonably recognizable
to its present inhabitants, Japan would be my choice.

The Japanese, in short, have an uncommon talent for survival --- which may in the end be the most compelling
of all the many reasons that it is in America's interest to bind them to us as closely as possible.

[source: Robert Christopher (1984) Japanese Mind, pp. 327-328.]
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